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St. John’s Vicarage, Eyrecourt, 

March 28th, 1895. 

The Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885. 

Sir, 

Ou behalf of the Clerical Trustees of the Banks Endowment, Eyrecourt, 
I beg to forward you the enclosed Petition to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, humbly praying that the Provisional Scheme for the future 
government and management of this Endowment may be laid before Parlia- 
ment, as provided by the 24th section of the Educational Endowments 
(Ireland) Act, 1885. 

Please be good enough to acknowledge the receipt of this Petition. 

I am, &c., 

Jxo. A. Ford, 

Vicar. 


The Under Secretary, 

Dublin Castle. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) ACT, 1885. 


To His Excellency 

The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

May it please Your Excellency — 

We, the Clerical Trustees ol the Banks Endowment, Eyrecourt, humbly 
pray that the Provisional Scheme for the future government and management 
of the same may be laid before Parliament, as provided by the 24th section 
of the Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

F. R. Killaloe, 

Bishop of Killaloe and Clonfert. 

Jno. A. Ford, B.A., T.C.D., 

Yicar of Donanaughta (or Eyrecourt). 

March 28th, 1895. 
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48 4 * 49 Vic., c. 78 . 

EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) ACT, 1885. 


No. 128. 

County of Galway . 

Date of Provisional Approval— 28tli January , 1895. 
PROVISIONAL APPROVAL BY ORDER IN COUNCIL. 


Endowment-— The Banks Endowment, Eyrecourt. 


By the Lords Justices and Privy Council in Ireland. 

WALKER, C. 

WOLSELEY, F.M. 

Whereas the Right Honorable Gerald FitzGibbon and the Right 
Honorable William O’Brien, the Judicial Commissioners constituted under 
the Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885, have, in virtue of the 
powers conferred upon them by the said Act and the Acts continuing the 
same, and of every other power enabling them in that behalf, framed and 
signed under their hands a Scheme relating to the Banks Endowment, 
Eyrecourt, which Scheme is annexed to this Order : 

And whereas the time limited by the said Acts for exercising the powers of 
making and approving this Scheme has been duly extended, upon special 
cause shown, with reference to the above-mentioned Endowments, by Orders 
of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, dated, respectively, March 30, 1893, 
December 23, 1893, July 26, 1894, and December 31, 1894, in pursuance of 
the 38th section of the first-mentioned Act : 

And whereas all the conditions in regard to the said Scheme, which are 
required to be fulfilled by the said Acts to enable the said Scheme to be 
provisionally approved, have been fulfilled : 

Now therefore, We, the Lords Justices General and General Governors 
of Ireland, by and with the advice and consent of Her Majesty’s Privy Council 
in Ireland, do by this Order, pursuant to the 24th and 38th sections of the 
first-mentioned Act, declare provisionally our approbation of the aforesaid 
Scheme, and the same is hereby provisionally approved. 

Given at the Council Chamber, Dublin Castle, this 
28th day of January, 1895. 

MACDERMOT, A.-G. 


[Scheme. 
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SCHEME REFERRED TO IN THE FOREGOING ORDER. 


’• 128 ' County of GALWAY. 

EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) COMMISSION. 


Scheme framed under the Educational Endowments (Ireland) 
Act, 1885, for the future government and management of 
The Banks Endowment, Eyrecourt, in the County of Galway. 


Whereas the Reverend Richard Banks, of Eyrecourt in the County of Galway, 
Clerk in Holy Orders, Minister of the Parish of Donanaughta in the Diocese 
of Clonfert, in which Parish the Town of Eyrecourt is situated, by his last "Will 
dated July 30, 1730, bequeathed the interest of a sum of £7 00, after the decease 
of his sister, for founding a Charity School at Eyrecourt, for the maintenance 
and education of such poor children of the parish of Donanaughta, in the 
Diocese of Clonfert, as the Lord Bishop of Clonfert, J ohn Eyre, and the Minister 
of the parish of Donanaughta, and their successors, should think fit : 

And whereas, after the death of the sister of the Testator, the Reverend 
Thomas Hackett was appointed as rlie first Master of a School to be founded 
in pursuance of the said Will, and the plot of land described in the First 
Schedule hereto was demised, as a site for the said School, by Lord Eyre to 
the said Rev. Thomas Hackett, by a lease for lives renewable for ever, at the 
yearly rent of £5, late Irish currency, equivalent to £4 12s. 4 d. present 
currency ; and in or about the year 1771 a Schoolhouse was built and a School 
was opened by the said Rev. Thomas Hackett upon the said site, at a cost 
of £600, principally provided from accumulations of the interest upon the 
said sum of £700, and partly at the expense of the said Rev. Thomas Hackett : 

And whereas, in or about the year 1818, the Endowment belonging to the 
said School, then consisting of the said site and buildings, with £890 Govern- 
ment Three-and-a half per cent. Stock, was vested in the Commissioners of 
Education in Ireland, and the said School was maintained, by means of the said 
Endowment, until the year 1876, when the pupils ceased to attend the same, 
and the School was closed, but in the meantime the condition of the said 
School had been unsatisfactory, and the buildings had fallen into disrepair, 
and a considerable part of the capital of the said Government Stock had been 
-expended in repairing and improving the same : 

And whereas the said Schoolhouse and the land attached thereto, and the 
residue of the said Government Stock, and the income and accumulations 
thereof, are now vested in the said Commissioners of Education in L’eland, and 
•.the residue of the Endowment bequeathed by the said Rev. Richard Banks 
is now represented by the sums of Government Stock and cash specified in the 
Second Schedule hereto, and the said Schoolhouse and land described in the 
First Schedule hereto have been occupied, since the year 1884, by William 
Johnston, under a temporary letting from the Commissioners of Education, as 
a caretaker for them, at a rent of £3 per annum, being less than the hend-rent 
payable for the same : 
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And whereas a Parochial School in connection with the Church formerly 
established by law in Ireland, and in the Irish Church Act, 1869, referred to 
as the Church of Ireland, was erected in the Town of Eyrecourt, for the Parish 
of Donanaughta ; but no pupils are now attending the said School, and the 
Baid School has been closed since the year 1882 : 

And whereas a Male School and a Female School have been established, 
and are now in operation, in the Town of Eyrecourt, as “ Non-Vested National 
School,” under the management of the Parish Priest of Eyrecourt, and the 
buildings belonging thereto are insufficient for the accommodation of the 
pupils attending 5 the said Schools, which are the only Schools now existing 4 
in or near the Town of Eyrecourt for the education of the poor children of ^ 
the Parish of Donanaughta : 

An d whereas the Schoolhouse and premises described in the First Schedule 
hereto, and the sums of Government Stock and cash described in the Second 
Schedule hereto, now constitute Educational Endowments within the meaning 
of the Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885, and the said Act applies 
to the same : 

And whereas it has appeared to the Commissioners under the said Act, 
after due inquiry, that in order to extend the usefulness of the said Endow- 
ments, provision should be made for the future government and management 
thereof, in manner hereinafter appearing : 

Therefore, from and after the date of this Scheme, being the day upon 
which the Lord Lieutenant shall by Order in Council declare his approbation 
hereof, the said Endowments shall be held, governed, managed, ana applied 
for the purposes, with the powers, under the conditions and provisions, and in 
the manner hereinafter set forth, and not otherwise, any previous Act of 
Parliament, Letters Patent, Statute Charter, Scheme, Decree, Order, Deed, 
"Will, Codicil, Agreement, Instrument, Trust, or Direction, -relating to the 
subject matter of this Scheme, to the contrary notwithstanding. 


Preliminary. 

Interpretation of L For the purpose of this Scheme, unless the context othorwise requires, 
Terms. the following terms shall be interpreted as follows : — 

“The Act” shall mean the Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act, 1885. 

“The Commissioners” shall mean the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 
incorporated under the Act 53 Geo. III., cap. 107, as lawfully constituted for 
the time being. 

" Ibe Trustees” shall mean the Trustees of the Banks Endowment, Eyre- 
court, constituted as hereinafter set forth. 


“ The Endowment” shall mean and include all the land, buildings, stocks, 
moneys, funds, securities, goods, chattels, and effects described in the Schedules 
hereto, and all the rents interest dividends and profits, due and accruing 
and all the arrears and accumulations thereof, and all other the property, 
real or personal, at the date of this Scheme held or possessed by the Com- 
missioners, or by any other person or persons on their behalf, in trust for or 
applicable to the purposes of this Scheme, or which may hereby or at any 
time hereafter become or be vested in the Commissioners for the purposes of 
this Scheme. r L 


•ir if The so lon £ as the easting union of the Dioceses of Killaloo- 

iCiitenora Clonfert and Kilmacduagh shall continue, shall mean the Bishop 
of Kiilaloe Kilfenora Clonfert and Kilmacduagh, for the time being duly 
appointed in accordance with the constitution of the Church formerly 
estabhshed by law in Ireland, and in the Irish Church Act, 1869, referred to 
as the Church of Ireland, hereinafter referred to as the said Church ; and 
it the said union shall cease, shall mean the Bishop, for the time being, duly 
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appointed in accordance with the constitution of the said Church to perforin, 
in reference to the Diocese to which the Parish of Donanaughta shall belong, 
the functions now performed by the said Bishop. 

‘ The Incumbent shall mean the Incumbent, for the time being, of the 
Parish of Donanaughta, or of any other Parish or Union of Parishes in which 
the Town of Eyrecourt may be situated, duly appointed in accordance with the 
constitution of the said Church, and shall include any clergyman duly em- 
powered under the said constitution, for the time being, to perform, in the 
Town of Eyrecourt, the duties of the said Incumbent. 

“The Owner of the Eyrecourt Castle Estate” shall mean the beneficial 
owner, if any, for the time being, for a legal or equitable estate of freehold in 
possession, of the mansion house demesne and lands of Eyrecourt Castle, 
near the Town of Eyrecourt in the County of Galway, now the properly of 
William Henry Gregory Eyre. 

“ The Diocesan Council ” shall mean the body known as the Diocesan Council 
of the United Diocese of Clonfert and Kilmacduagh, appointed in accordance 
with the constitution of the said Church, and shall include any authority duly 
empowered under the said constitution to perform, in reference to the Diocese 
to which the Parish of Donanaughta shall belong, for the time being, the 
functions now performed by the said Diocesan Council 

“ The Parish Priest ” shall mean the Homan Catholic Parish Priest of the 
Parish in which the Town of Eyrecourt is situated, for the time being, and 
shall include any Administrator duly appointed to perform, in the Town of 
Eyrecourt, the duties of the said Parish Priest. 

“ The Manager ” shall mean the Manager appointed in accordance with 
the Rules and Regulations of the Commissioners of National Education, for 
the time being, of the School or Schools which may he established, under the 
provisions of this Scheme, in the premises described in the First Schedule 
hereto, hereinafter referred to as “ the Schools. ” 

“Technical Education’’ shall mean and include all technical instruction 
and manual instruction within the meaning of the Technical Instruction 
Act, 1889, and all other theoretical and practical instruction and training 
which may directly tend to prepare young persons for agriculture or any other 
industry, or for any trade handicraft or commercial employment. 

“ Elementary Education ” shall mean such education as may be given in the 
Schools aided by grants from the Commissioners of National Education in 
Ireland, herein referred to as “ National Schools.” 


The Trustees. 

2. From and after the date of this Scheme, the Trustees shall be the Bishop, The Trustees ' 
the Incumbent, and the Owner of the Eyrecourt Castle Estate. If at any time 

there shall be no Owner of the Eyrecourt Castle Estate as hereinbefore defined, 
or if the said Owner shall not be of full age, or shall not be resident at or near 
the Town of Eyrecourt, or shall not be a member of the same family to 
which William Henry Gregory Eyre belongs, the Diocesan Council may, from 
time to time, elect one person, being a layman resident in the Diocese to 
which the Parish of Donanaughta shall belong, to be a Trustee, who shall 
hold office for such period, and under such terms and conditions as the 
Diocesan Council shall determine, or until there shall be an Owner of the 
Eyrecourt Castle Estate qualified to act as a Trustee under the provisions of 
This Scheme. 

Vesting of ike Endowment. 

3. From and after the date of this Scheme, and subject to the conditions 
and provisions herein contained, the Endowment shall remain and be vested 
in the Commissioners and their successors, who shall hold and administer the 
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same, as hereinafter provided, upon and for the trusts and purposes of this 
Scheme. All dividends income and produce, due accruing or accumulated, 
up to the date of this Scheme, shall be invested and treated as capital, and all 
subsequent dividends income and produce shall be applicable as income, of . 
the Endowment. 


Trusts of the Endowment. 

4. From and after the date of this Scheme, and subject to the conditions 
and provisions herein contained, the Endowment, and all or any other property 
available for the purposes of this Scheme, shall be received, held, and admin- 
istered by the Commissioners, upon trust for the Elementary and Technical , 
Education of poor children of the Parish or Union of Parishes in which the ^ 
Towd of Eyrecourt is situated, for the time being, in manner hereinafter 
provided. 

Application of the Endowment. 

Buildings and 5. If the Manager, for the time being, of the Male and Female National 
Premises. Schools, now carried on in the Town of Eyrecourt, shall, within twelve 

months after the date of this Scheme, make an application in writing 
to the Commissioners for all or any part of the lands buildings and premises 
described in the First Schedule hereto, and shall undertake that the same shall 
be used as hereinafter provided, the Commissioners shall thereupon give 
possession of the premises comprised in such application to the said Manager, 
and shall permit him to retain the same, so long as the said premises shall be 
used for the purposes of the Schools, either as School buildings, or for the 
residence and personal use and occupation of a Teacher or Teachers of the 
Schools, or for the practical teaching of Agriculture, or for the use and 
recreation of the pupils, subject to the following conditions, that is to say : — 

(a.) The Manager shall pay the rent taxes and other necessary 
charges and outgoings, to which the said premises are subject, as and 
when the same shall from time to time accrue due, and shall keep the 
said premises, and all buildings and improvements thereon, in proper 
order and repair. 

(b.) The Manager shall carry on, upon or in connection with the 
said premises, a School or Schools for male pupils, or for female pupils, 
or for both, in connection with the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion, under a Teacher or Teachers trained and classed in accordance with 
the Rules and Regulations of the said Commissioners. 

(c.) The Manager shall receive as pupils into the said School or 
Schools, and shall permit to be educated therein, free of charge, such 
poor children of the Parish of Donanaughta or Town of Eyrecourt, not 
exceeding six in number at any one time, as shall be, from time to time, 
nominated for the purpose by the Trustees. 

(d.) The Manager shall allow the same facilities for giving religious 
instruction to pupils of different religious denominations attending the 
said School or Schools which are available for the time being under 
the Rules and Regulations of the Commissioners of National Education 
relating to " Vested Schools.” 

Money- Eaduw- 6. If an application shall be made by the Manager as aforesaid, the Com- 
ment. missi oners may expend upon the premises comprised in such application a sum 

not exceeding Fifty Pounds out of the capital of the Endowment, in repairs or' 
improvement of the buddings, and the equipment of the premises for the 
purposes aforesaid. Subject to any payment made as aforesaid, and subject 
to the other provisions of this Scheme, the net income of the Endowment, 
after all necessary charges and outgoings, shall be paid each year by the 
Commissioners to the Trustees, who shall apply the same to such and so 


Trusts of the 
Endowment. 
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many of the following purposes, and in such proportions, as they shall think 
fit, according to a plan to be submitted to the Commissioners and approved, 
by them : — 

x («•) To pay, or to aid in paying, a special Teacher or Teachers, who 

shall give instruction to the pupils of the Schools, or to other poor 
children of the Parish of Donanaughta or Town of Eyrecourt, in such 
subjects of Technical or Elementary Education as the Trustees may, 
from time to time, consider most useful. 

(b.) To aid noor and deserving pupils of the Schools in obtaining 
more advanced education, or practical training, after they leave school! 

(c.). To provide prizes for deserving pupils of the Schools. 

If, in any year, the Trustees shall fail to submit to the Commissioners a 
plan for the distribution of the income of the Endowment, the Commissioners 
shall, by notice, call upon the Trustees to do so within two months from 
the date of such notice, and if the Trustees shall then fail to submit such 
plan, the Commissioners, after consultation with the Manager, shall apply the 
said income for the benefit of the Schools, or of the pupils thereof, or for such 
and so many of the above-mentioned purposes as they shall think fit. 

Provided always, that if any National School, other than the Schools 
established upon the premises described in the First Schedule hereto, shall 
at any time be established in the Parish of Donanaughta or Town of Eyre- 
court, the Trustees shall be at liberty to apply all or any part of the income 
received by them from the Endowment, towards the maintenance of such 
School, so long as poor children shall be educated therein, and as it shall be a 
National School. 

7. If the Manager shall not make application as aforesaid within the time Sale or Letting, 
hereinbefore limited, or if, having made such application, he shall at any time 

fail, for six months, to carry out the foregoing conditions, the Commissioners, 
after giving notice to the Trustees and to the Manager, shall enter into 
possession of the premises described in the First Schedule hereto, and shall 
let, sell, or otherwise dispose of the same, to the best advantage, and they 
shall, in case of sale or letting upon fine, invest the purchase-money or fine 
upon securities authorized by law, and they shall receive and apply the net 
income of the Endowment, including the rents profits and annual income and 
produce of the said premises, and of any investments made as aforesaid, for or 
towards the Technical and Elementary Education of the poor children of the 
Parish of Donanaughta or Town of Eyrecourt, in such manner as the Trustees 
shall think fit, according to a plan to be submitted to the Commissioners and 
approved by them, or, failing such a plan, in such manner as the Commis- 
sioners shall think most useful for the Elementary and Technical Education 
of the poor children aforesaid. 

Audit and Inspection. 

8. The Trustees shall cause to be kept regular accounts of all their receipts Accounts and 
and disbursements, in such manner and form as may be from time to time 
prescribed or approved by the Local Government Board, and the accounts 

for each year ending on the thirty-first day of December, or on such other day 
as the Board shall prescribe or approve, shall be submitted for audit on or before 
the first day of March following, or such other day as the said Board may 
appoint, to an Auditor of the Local Government Board, or to some other 
competent authority, to he appointed or approved by the said Board. The 
Local Government Board may fix, and the Trustees shall pay, such reasonable 
sum as shall be necessary to defray the cost of audit. The Trustees shall 
keep an account with such bank as they may from time to time select, and all 
Tboneys receivable or payable by them, except petty cash, shall be lodged to 
or drawn from such account, and every cheque shall be signed by two Trustees, 
at the least, thereto authorized. The Commissioners shall keep a separate 
account of the Endowment included in this Scheme, and may exercise, with 
respect to the same, the same powers of investment and management which 
they may exercise with respect to any other Endowments vested in them. 

128 B 
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loapMfia». 9. If an Inspector be appointed by the Lord Lieutenant in pursuance of 

the Act, section 17, he shall inspect each School sharing in the Endowment 
once at ’ the least in each year, mid as much oftener as the Lord Lieutenant 
mav direct, and shall present his report thereon to the Lord Lieutenant; and 
the remuneration of the said Inspector, when fixed by the Lord Lieutenant, shall 
be- defrayed by the Commissioners out of the income of the Endowment. 
Unless and until the Lord Lieutenant shall appoint an Inspector of the 
Schools in pursuance ol' the Act, section 17, each Inspector from time to time 
appointed by the Commissioners of National Education to inspect the. Schools, 
in accordance with the Hides and Regulations of the said Commissioners, 
shall be deemed to be the Inspector appointed by the Lord Lieutenant under 
the Act, and the reports of every such Inspector shall be presented by the 
Commissioners to the Lord Lieutenant ; but the said Inspector shall not be 
entitled, as such, to any remuneration in addition to the remuneration which 
he may be entitled to receive from the Commissioners of National Education. 


Compensation to Caretaker. 

Compensation to 10. Within three months after the date of this Scheme, William Johnston, 
Caretaker. jf h e shall be then still in occupation of the premises described in the First 
Schedule hereto, shall deliver up clear possession of the said premises to the 
Commissioners, who shall thereupon pay him a sum of Ten Pounds out of the 
Endowment, and they shall, in audition, permit him to remove from the said 
premises all or any crops planted or sown by hiiu, and growing at the date 
of this Scheme, when such crops shall have come to maturity. 


Printing of Scheme. 

Printing of 11. The Commissioners shall cause this Scheme to be printed, or shall 

Scheuie - procure printed copies thereof, and shall keep the same for sale at a reasonable 

price. 

Alteration oj Scheme. 

Alteration of 12. This Scheme may be altered, from time to time, by the Commissioner’s of 
Scheme. Charitable Donations and Bequests for Ireland, in any matter whatsoever, upon 

the application of the Trustees or of the Commissioners, but except upon 
such application no alteration shall be so made, and no alteration shall be 
made contrary to anything contained in the Act. 


Schedules referred to in the foregoing Scheme. 


Schedule I. — The School Premises. 

1. A plot of land containing one acre, Irish plantation measure, or there- 
abouts, situate in the Town of Eyrecourt and County of Galway, with the 
Schoolhouse, Teacher’s residence, and offices built thereon, known as the Eyre- 
court Endowed School, and held by the Commissioners under a Lease for lives 
renewable for ever, at the yearly rent of £4 12s. id. 

a All fixtures, fittings, furniture, chattels, and effects belonging to the 
Eyrecourt Endowed School at the date of this Scheme. 


Schedule II. — Money Endowments. 

1. A sum of £440 6s. 9 d., Government Stock, standing in the books of the 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland, to the credit of an account 
entitled “ Christopher Lord Bishop of Clonfert, deceased, Giles Eyre, deceased, 
Rev. Richard Jones Hobson, deceased, and The Commissioners of Education 
in Ireland Eyrecourt School,” and in the accounts of the said Commissioners 
designated as Joint Government 2| per cent. Consolidated Stock, Eyrecourt 
School account. J 
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2. A sum of £113 cash now lodged on Deoosit Receipt in the Bank of Ireland 
in the name of “ The Commissioners of "Education in Ireland,” and, in the 
Books of the said Commissioners, designated as Deposit Account, Eyrecourt 
Private Endowment. 

3. Such sum as at the date of this Scheme shall represent the cash balance, 
if any, to the separate credit of the Eyrecourt Private School, upon the 
income and expenditure account of the Commissioners. 

4. All dividends and other moneys, due and accruing, and all accumulations 
and investments, on account of the Eyrecourt Private School, or otherwise 
belonging to the said School, or included in the Endowment, at the date of 
this Scheme. 


We, the Judicial Commissioner* constituted 
under the Educational Endowments (Ireland) 
Act, 1885, having dnly considered the forefolaf 
Scheme, hereby submit the same for the approval 
of the Lord Lieutenant In Connell under the said 
Act, duly signed by both of us under our hands, 
this Second day of October, L8S3. 


GERALD FITZGIBBONO 
WILLIAM O’BRIEN, J 


J udiciccl 
Commissioners. 


Witness : 

N. D. MURPHY, 

Secretary , 


128 
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THE EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) ACT, 1885. 

PROVISIONAL ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

(48 & 49 Viet., cap. 78.) 

SCHEMES FOR:— 

No. 128. The Banks Endowment, Eyrecourt. 

No. 134. The Lyons Endowment. Loughrea. 

No. 165. The Dungonnell School, Killead. 

No. 195. The Pettigrew Endowment, Crilly. 


NOTICE. 


Notice is hereby given, that the Lords Justices in Council, by Orders 
dated the 28th day of January, 1895, provisionally approved, pursuant to the 
24th Section of the said Act, of the above-mentioned Schemes, respectively. 

Any one of the said Schemes may be finally approved, unless within two 
months after the first publication of this Notice a Petition is presented to the 
Lord Lieutenant in Council praying that the same may be laid before 
Parliament, as provided by the 24th Section of the above-cited Act. 

The first publication of this Notice is the 30th day of January, 1895. 

W. S. B. KAYE. 


Print Council Office, Dublin Castle, 
29 th January, 1895. 
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Memo. 

The Objections in this matter came before a Committee of the Privy 
Council on the 8th January, ] 895, and the objectors having been heard, the 
Lord Chancellor announced that the Committee would recommend the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council to provisionally approve of the Scheme. 


Privy Council Office, 

Dublin Castle. 
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EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS (IRELAND) COMMISSION. 


SCHEME No. 12S. — THE BANKS ENDOWMENT, EYHECOTJKT, COUNTY 
GALWAY. 


OBJECTIONS lodged with the Clerk of the Privy Council against the above Scheme, and 

OBSERVATIONS of the COMMISSIONERS thereon. 


OBJECTIONS. 

Paife 

No. 1.— Rev. J. A. Ford, on behalf of The Trustees of the Endowment, ... 14 

No. 2. William Johnston, Occupier of the School Premises, . ... 15 


OBSERVATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS, • 


No. 1 . — Rev. J. A. Ford, on behalf of the Trustees of the Endowment. 

St. John’s Vicarage, Eyrecourt, 

4th December, 1893. 


To the Clerk of the Council, Dublin Castle. 

Sir, — I beg to send you, on behalf of the Trustees of the above Endowment, the following objec- 
tions to the Scheme for the future management of the Endowment, which was submitted for the 
approval of the Lord Lieutenant on the 2nd October, 1893. 

Application of the Endowment. 

Clause 5. — The Trustees cannot consent to this clause — 

(1.) Which sanctions the deliberate transfer of a portion of this Protestant Endowment to the 
Parish Priest of Eyrecourt, and which takes the future management of a considerable portion of the 
Endowment practically out of the hands of the existing Trustees. 

The Trustees will resist to the uttermost this clause of the Scheme, which would alienate for ever 
a portion of the Endowment, and in which the intentions of the donor are utterly ignored. 

(2.) The Trustees object most strongly to that portion of the clause which gives the Manager full 
power to utilise the School premises and land “ for the residence and personal use and occupation of 
& Teacher or Teachers of the School." 

Clause 5 (6). — The Trustees consider it should be distinctly stated in this paragraph that the 
Teacher should possess a first class certificate. According to its present wording a Teacher with a 
third class certijiaite could eqjoy the use of the Endowment and reside on the School premises, while 
the Schools might be carried on in other buildings. This is quite opposed to the original intentions 
of the Founder. 

Clause 5 (c). — The Trustees are of opinion that this paragraph has no intelligent meaning whatever, 
owing to the fact that free education will be extended to Ireland on the 1st January, 1893. 

Clause G. — The Trustees cannot sanction the appropriation of any of the capital of the Endowment 
for the purpose mentioned in this clause. 

This clause would give the Manager full authority to obtain £50 out of the capital of the Endow- 
ment, and to apply the same towards repairing the School buildings for a Teacher’s residence. 

I am, &c., 

J. A. Ford, Vicar, &c., &c. 
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No. 2.— William Johnston, Tenant of the School Premises. 

Having received a copy of the above Act on the 20th October, 1893, the Scheme framed by the 
Endowed Commissioners under the above Act, I respectfully beg to take exception to section 10 of 
same, as to compensation to me as tenant being inadequate, inasmuch as I have expended on repairs 
the sum of £20 15s. out of my private purse, exclusive of my own labour, which would amount to 
£20 more at a very small remuneration, as it took me over a year to get the premises in a fairly 
tenantable state, and I also claim compensation for disturbance as a yearly tenant. 

I may briefly state the facts are as follows : — In 1884, when I became the tenant of the house and 
garden, the former was in a dilapidated state of repair, of which I can give a detailed account if 
necessary. I had, first, to put in 174 panes of glass, repair the roof of dwelling-house, slating, &c., 
the out-offices. The roof was partially off, the back walls down, slating and repairing same, and got 
new doors for out-premises. 1 respectfully trust that the Commissioners will act in a generous spirit 
- towards me, as, if I had not got the house at the time, I question but it wouM be like many others 
in the town— at present nothing standing but the bare walls ; and if I am evicted I must migrate 
to some other place, as I have no house to get here. 

William Johnston. 

Eyrecourt, 1st November, 1S93. 


OBSERVATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONERS upon the foregoing Objections. 

The Endowment included in this Scheme was founded in 1730 by the Reverend Richard Banks, 

Minister of the Parish of Donanaughta (otherwise Eyrecourt), who bequeathed £700 “ to found a 
Charity School at Eyrecourt for the maintenance and education of such poor children of the Parish 
of Donanaughta, in the Diocese of Clonfert, as the Lord Bishop of Clonfert, John Eyre, and the 
Minister of the Parish, and their successors should think fit.” The Charity was not limited to 
Protestant children. 

In the year 1771 a Schoolhouse was built, and a School was opened on the site at Eyrecourt, 
which is still included in the Endowment, and which was taken under a lease for lives renewable for 
ever, at a rent of £5 Irish, by the Rev. Thomas Hackett, who erected the Schoolhouse at a cost of 
£600, principally provided from accumulations of interest upon the bequest of £700, but partly at 
his own expense. He became the first Schoolmaster. 

The School was not efficient, and in 1818 the site and buildings, with £890 Government Stock, 
representing the Endowment and accumulations, were vested in the Commissioners of Education in 
Ireland. 

In 1855 the Report of the Endowed Schools Commission was most unfavourable, the instruction 
in the School, which was then attended by ten pupils, was unsatisfactory, the rent of the premises was 
in art-ear for eighteen years, and the Commissioners of Education sold out stock to pay these arrears, 
reducing the money Endowment to £440. 

In 1875 there were no pupils, the School was closed, and it has not been in operation since. 

In 1882 the Commissioners of Education threatened legal proceedings, took up possession of the 
School premises, and discussed proposals with the Trustees for selling the site and buildings, and 
applying the Endowment in aid of a Parochial School, then established in Eyrecourt, but nothing 
was done. 

In 1884 the Commissioners of Education let the Schoolhouse and premises to William Johnston 
the present occupier, under a temporary letting as Caretaker, at a rent of £3, and from 1875 to the 
present time the difference between the occupier’s rent and the head rent has been paid out of the 
dividends on the Government Stock, the residue has been accumulated, and the Money Endowment n«poH, 1890-1 
now consists of £440 6s. 9cl. Government Stock, and £120, or thereabouts, cash, all in the hands of P* 18s - 
the Commissioners of Education. 

The Educational Endowments Commissioners held a preliminary Inquiry at Eyrecourt on July 2, 

1891 ; they published the Draft Scheme on August 1, 1891 ; and they held a further Inquiry in 
Dublin on October 21, 1891, for consideration of the objections received to the Draft Scheme. They 
refer to the Reports of - these Inquiries, in which the history and condition of the School and 
Endowment appear. 

It appeared that the Parochial School, which existed in Eyrecourt in 1882, was closed in the same 
year, and since that time there has not been any School in Eyrecourt under Protestant management. 

The Commissioners are satisfied that there is no present prospect of any such School being success- 
fully established, and that the number of Protestant pupils available in Eyrecourt or its neighbour- 
hood is quite insufficient to maintain a separate School 

The only Schools now existing in or near Eyrecourt are a Male and Female National School under 
the management of the Roman Catholic Parish Priest, and the buildings occupied by these Schools 
are insufficient for the accommodation of the pupils in attendance. 

The site and buildings belonging to the Endowment have been an actual annual expense to the 
Endowment, and have been used tor no educational purpose, for twenty years; they would be most 
useful if applied for the purposes of the existing National Schools, which are the only Schools avail- 
able for the education of the poor children of Eyrecourt, and the Scheme proposes that they may be 
utilised for that purpose, on the application of the manager, but subject to the conditions that he shall 
pay the rent and taxes, keep the premises in repair, and receive and educate as Free Pupils in the 
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School such poor children ..fthe Parish, not exceeding .six in number, as the Trustees of the Endow- 
ment may nominate ; and further, that he shall give the same facilities for Religious Instruction to 
Protestant pupils as are available in “ Vested National Schools.” 

This will .secure free secular education for poor Protestant children, and the right of the Protestant 
Clergyman to give them religions instruction under the rules of the National Board, if the School v 
premises are applied to the purposes of the existing National Schools ; if they are not so applied, 
the Scheme provides that they shall be sold, and with the rest of the Endowment, shall be applied 
to the Technical or Elementary Education of poor children of Eyrecourt. or to aid poor and deserving 
pupils. The administration of the Fund is left in the hands of the Trustees, who are to apply the 
money as they think tit, according to a plan to be approved by the Commissioners of Education from 
time to time. 

If a National School under Protestant management should be at any time established in the 
Parish, the Scheme (see. (i) provides that the Trustees may applv all or any part of the Income of 
the Endowment towards the maintenance of such School, .so long as poor children are educated 
therein. _ 

Upon full consideration of the deplorable history of this Endowment, which has not served any 
educational purpose in recent years, the Commissionei-s found themselves unable to devise any 
Scheme more likely to result in benetit to the poor children of the Parish of Eyrecourt than that 
which they have framed: the special interests of any poor Protestant children who may be in 
the Parish will lie secured by the power given to the Trustees of nominating free pupils in the 
existing Schools, or of transferrin" the money Endowment to a School under Protestant management 
in the event of such a School being hereafter established. It would be impossible to give a 
defeasible right to use the School premises to the Manager of the existing Schools, and, having 
regard to the fact that those premises are a burden and expense to the Endowment, and are not 
used, nor likely to be used, by the Trustees for educational purposes, it seemed just to the Com- 
mi.-sioners to make them available for the much needed enlargement of the existing National Schools 
of the Town, upon the terms of indemnifying the Endowment against the rent and taxe3, keeping 
the buildings in repair, and affording facilities for the Religious Instruction of pupils of different 
Denominations. 

The further condition is imposed of employing a Teacher or Teachers trained and classed under the 
rules of the National Board. Such a Teacher wiil be efficient, and it would he unreasonable, if not 
impracticable, to insist on the employment of a First Class Teacher. Such Teachers are limited in 
number, and cannot always be secured for Schools in rural districts, such as that in which the Town 
of Eyrecourt is situated. The Town has a population of less than 500 persons. 

For the foregoing reasons, the Commissioners submit that Objection No. 1 should not he allowed. 

In answer to the Objection of "William Johnston, the occupier of the School premises, the Commis- 
sioners refer to the Scheme (sec. 1(1) which provides that he may- retain the occupation for three 
months after the date of the Scheme ; upon giving up possession he is to receive £10 out of the 
Endowment : and, in addition, he may remove at maturity any crops sown by him in the plot of 
ground attached to the Schoolhouse. The Commissionei-s visited the premises, and they received the 
evidence of V illiam J ohnston as to his expenditure ; they also considered the written statements 
which he furnished to them upon the subject ; and, having regard to the circumstances of the letting, 
and the terms of his tenancy', and to the fact that the rent which he pays is only two-thirds of the 
head rent paid for the premises, the Commissioners submit that the Scheme deals with him “in a 
generous spirit,” and that his Objection is unfounded. 


Office of the Commission, 

23, Nassau Street, Dublin. 
October 20, 189-t. 


By Order of the Commissioners. 

N. D. MURPHY, 

Secretary- 
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